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What is a nation and why is nationalism widespread in the world now? In this
book Paul James argues that “nation' and “nationalism' are two of the most
undertheorized and misunderstood concepts in the contemporary world.

The author guides the reader through the theoretical contributions of Marx,
Durkheim, Weber, Gellner, Nairn and Giddens, demonstrating the strengths and
weaknesses of their arguments. This theoretical survey isthreaded into a
discussion of recent political crises such as the war in Bosnia and the genocide in
Rwanda. Throughout, the aim is not to rediscover the concepts of “nation' and
“nationalism'’ but to use classical and contemporary approaches to offer a new
way of theorizing. James argues that the n
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Editorial Review

Review

“Paul James makes an impressive effort to analyze both the classical theories by Marx and Engels, Durkheim
and Weber and the contemporary theories concerning nation, nationalism and nation-states. Anyone who
wants a balanced overview of the present debate on these concepts should do well to read this book' - New
Routes

"Much of what James says s perceptive and persuasive, making his book indispensible for students of
nationalism’ - Nations and Nationalism

"Nation Formation is comprehensive in its critical engagement with the principal theories of nationalism
and unusually rich inits use of historical illustration’ - Andrew Linklater, Keele University

"Well structured, clear and engaging - it builds on and moves beyond a critique of other texts. It isin many
ways the kind of book areviewer dreads - thereisvery little left to say!' - Keith Tester, Univer sity of
Portsmouth

“Paul James has written an interesting book about one of the most contested issues in contemporary social
theory.... The book is certainly recommended to any student or scholar interested in the area. Especially the
analysis and criticism of Nairn, Gellner and Giddens. It is excellent!’ - European Journal of Development
Research

About the Author

Paul Jamesis Director of the Globalism Institute at RMIT in Australia, an editor of Arena Journal, and on the
Council of the Ingtitute of Postcolonial Studies. He has received a number of awards including the Japan-
Australia Foundation Fellowship, an Australian Research Council Fellowship, and the Crisp Medal by the
Australasian Political Studies Association for the best book in the field of political studies. Heis
author/editor of many books including, Nation Formation: Towards a Theory of Abstract Community (Sage
Publications, 1996). His latest books are Global Matrix: Nationalism, Globalism and State-Terrorism (Pluto,
2005), and Globalism, Nationalism, Tribalism: Bringing Theory Back In (Sage Publications, 2006). His
interests are threefold: first, globalism, nationalism and localism, including the changing nature of the
nation-state and the effects of an emergent level of global integration; second, socia theory with a
concentration on theories of culture, community and social formation; and third, contemporary politics and
society with an emphasis on debates over technology and social change.

With

John Tulloch is Professor of Sociology at Brunel University, UK. His research and publications have ranged
from film and television studies and theatre through literary theory to history and sociology. Hiswork in film
and television theory has shifted from historical analysisto more current production/audience analyses of
popular television, such as Australian soap opera and British TV science fiction. Notable influences on his



work have been Raymond Williams and Stuart Hall and more recently Ulrick Beck.

Peter Mandaville is an Associate Professor in the Department of Public and International Affairs and Co-
Director of Mason's Center for Global Studies. He has authored numerous book chapters and journal articles,
contributed to publications such as the International Herald Tribune and The New Republic, and consulted
extensively for media, government and non-profit agencies. Much of his recent work has focused on the
comparative study of religious authority and social movementsin the Muslim world. His current research
includes projects on Muslim leadership in the West and the relationship between globalization and
development.

Imre Szemén is Senator William McMaster Chair of Globalization and Cultural Studies at McMaster
University. He is the founder of the Canadian Association of Cultural Studies and a founding member of the
Cultural Studies Association (U.S.). His main areas of research are globalization, visual cultural studies,
contemporary popular culture and socia and cultural theory. He has published more than fifty articles and
book chapters on arange of topics.

Manfred B. Steger is Professor of Global Studies and Academic Director of the Globalism Institute at RMIT
University. Heisalso Program Leader of 'Globalization and Culture, in the Global Cities Institute at RMIT
University. He has delivered many lectures on globalization, ideology, and nonviolence in the Americas,
Asia, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Australia. He serves on several editorial boards of academic
journals aswell as on the advisory boards of several globalization research centers around the world.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donald Shelby:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Nation Formation: Towards a Theory of
Abstract Community (Politics and Culture series) iskind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

ThomasKelly:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because al of thistime you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Nation Formation: Towards a Theory of Abstract Community (Politics and Culture series)
can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.



Geor ge Bash:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Nation Formation: Towards a Theory of Abstract Community (Politics and Culture
series) this guide consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This particular book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all
of you.

Michael Vogd:

Isit anindividual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nation Formation: Towards a Theory of
Abstract Community (Politics and Culture series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new erais common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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